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Dove Broadcasting, Inc., a 501c3 organization based in Taylors, South Carolina, wishes to petition 
for exemption from the Federal Communications Commission Television Closed Captioning 
Requirements for the following programs on the basis that providing Closed Captioning would be 
economically burdensome for Dove Broadcasting, Inc.: 
 
Nite Line – a live, 2 hour program transmitted locally in the Greenville, Spartanburg, Asheville, 
Anderson DMA, and distributed to various television stations for non-synchronous airing at the 
discretion of the station to which Nite Line is distributed.  The principal outlet for Nite Line is 
WGGS TV, of Greenville, South Carolina, upon which the program airs daily from 8PM until 10PM, 
with an additional airing 12 hours later from 8AM to 10AM.  Secondary outlets include WATC TV 
in Atlanta, GA, WBPI in Augusta, GA.  
 
and 

 
Beverly Exercise – a 30 minute program focusing on exercise, motivation, and healthy living 
habits for senior adults, broadcast on WGGS, WRXY, WHBR, WLLA, WYKE, WGGN, KSCE, WFRZ, 
and WTLW. 
 
Dove Broadcasting is an organization that supports ministry projects both in the United States 
and internationally through television programs.  Nite Line offers exposure to national and local 
Christian ministries, many of which support food banks, drug rehabilitation programs, 
counseling, spiritual wellness, children's rights initiatives, educational initiatives, and many more 
worthwhile social programs.  Without Nite Line, many of these ministries would not have the 
ability to promote their missions on television, depriving them of support, and by extension, 
depriving those members of the community that can benefit from the support of those 
organizations from potentially life-changing experiences.  Dove Broadcasting and its viewers 
organize and conduct a winter mission project in impoverished regions of the Appalachian 
mountains in the United States, carrying toys, clothes, blankets, food, and other items to 
communities that are in need of assistance.  These efforts are all supported by viewers of the Nite 
Line program.   
 
Similarly, Beverly Exercise is a production of Dove Broadcasting that focuses on helping senior 
adults live healthy lives through exercise and personal motivation.  The low-impact exercises 
promoted and explained on the program are essential parts of many viewers' daily routines, 
especially those who cannot afford or do not have access to organized fitness centers or 
instruction.   Dove Broadcasting receives no monetary consideration for this program, as it is part 
of the Dove Broadcasting community service mission. 
 
Dove Broadcasting, Inc. obtained the following quotes for the cost of captioning these programs: 
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Nite Line (Television Program): 
 
The Nite Line television program is a live, 2 hour daily broadcast, in the format of an unscripted 
Christian talk and variety show, featuring local and national ministries, churches, and live music.  
We estimate that as a daily program, Nite Line produces approximately 524 hours per year of 
programming. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Dove Broadcasting has obtained the following quotes from captioning services for the inclusion 
of captions in Nite Line. 
 

Provider Price/hour additional fees 
Hours 

per 

year 

Closed 

Captioning 

Encoder-

EVERTZ / 

HD-9084 

Additional 

Employee 
Total Cost 

Aberdeen 100 200 524 7792 7860 68252 
VITAC 120 0 524 7792 7860 78532 

Captionmax 110 0 524 7792 7860 73292 

NCI Captioning 125 0 524 7792 7860 81152 

 
Dove Broadcasting would need to provide a Closed Captioning Encoder for any of these solutions.  
The price of an Evertz HD9084 Encoder is an industry standard and is available for $7792.   
 
An additional cost that arises when producing specialty programming is vocabulary.  Discussions 
on Nite Line are unscripted, and frequently center around discussions of Biblical scripture and 
history.  Because the program features multiple hosts and guests, often with panel discussions of 
up to 8 people at a time, as well as live music, voice recognition software is not a feasible option. 
As the show is not currently scripted, Dove Broadcasting is unable at this time to send a script, 
vocabulary list, index of topics, or other supplementary material that would be essential to 
obtaining a high standard of accuracy for captioning.  Therefore, it may be necessary to hire 
additional personnel specifically to produce supplementary materials for each program.  This 
would entail fundamentally changing the nature of the program as well, as Nite Line is 
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customarily a program with a relatively open format.  We estimate that an additional part-time 
employee would be required to comply with accuracy standards.   
 
The salary of an additional employee tasked with organizing programs to conform to a more 
strictly scripted format such that proper vocabulary and terminology lists could be generated for 
each program would, in our estimation, be approximately $15/hour.  We estimate that these 
duties would occupy approximately one hour of preparation time per one hour of live 
programming, thus adding at the least an additional $7860/year. 
 
Based on the quotes received for live captioning of Nite Line, Dove Broadcasting would be 
required to outlay somewhere between $68,252 and $81,152 per year for live captioning of Nite 
Line, using the lowest and highest estimates from captioning providers to establish a range, and 
including the cost of an additional part-time employee to provide captioning supervision. 
 

Beverly Exercise (Television Program): 

 
Beverly Exercise is an exercise and fitness program targeted at senior adults, including 
instruction in healthy exercise and nutrition, as well as inspiration for the day.   
 
We estimate that Beverly Exercise produces approximately thirty 30-minute programs per year.  
In addition to these programs, we maintain a library of previously recorded programs for re-air.  
Stations to which Dove Broadcasting provides Beverly Exercise maintain their own libraries of 
the program, and air these programs on schedules determined by the local station.  If required to 
provide captions for these libraries, additional expenses would be incurred.  We estimate that 



4 
 

approximately 70 additional programs would need to be captioned in order to meet these 
requirements.   
 

 

BEVERLY EXERCISE 
PRICE PER 
PROGRAM 

PROGRAMS/ 
YEAR 

TOTAL 

COST/YEAR 
FOR NEW 

PRODUCTION 

CAPTIONS FOR NEW 

PROGRAMMING    

Aberdeen - roll up 195 30 5880 
VITAC - roll up 147.5 30 4455 
VITAC - pop center 197.5 30 5955 
CAPTIONLABS - roll up 180 30 5430 
CAPTIONLABS - popup 250 30 7530 
CAPTIONMAX 200 30 6030 
NCI - roll up 175 30 5280 
NCI - pop up 250 30 7530 

 
 

CAPTIONS FOR EXISTING 

PROGRAM LIBRARY 
PRICE PER 

PROGRAM 

# EXISTING 

PROGRAMS 

REQUIRING 

CAPTIONING 

TOTAL COST 

TO CAPTION 

EXISTING 

LIBRARY 

TOTAL COST, 

FIRST YEAR 

OF 

CAPTIONING 
Aberdeen - roll up 195 70 13650 19500 
VITAC - roll up 147.5 70 10325 14780 
VITAC - pop center 197.5 70 13825 19750 
CAPTIONLABS - roll up 180 70 12600 18000 
CAPTIONLABS - popup 250 70 17500 25000 
CAPTIONMAX 200 70 14000 20000 
NCI - roll up 175 70 12250 17500 
NCI - pop up 250 70 17500 25000 

 

Appeal for Exemption 

 
Dove Broadcasting is a donor-supported, 501c3 nonprofit organization.  In the year 2014, Dove 
Broadcasting had a gross income of $437,725, with a total outlay of $451,839, with year-end net 
assets of $65,534.   Similarly, in 2013, Dove Broadcasting reported an income of $435,287, with 
expenses and outlay of $437,860.  Using the lowest estimate available ($68,252), Dove 
Broadcasting would be unable to provide for the costs of captioning Nite Line, as this figure 
surpasses the year-end assets of the organization.   
 
The captioning of the Beverly Exercise library and new production programming would cost 
between $14,780 and $25,000 by the estimates we have obtained.  By the lowest estimate, the 
first-year costs of captioning both Nite Line and Beverly Exercise would be $83,032, far 
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exceeding the yearly capital possessions of Dove Broadcasting, Inc.  Annual expenditures for 
these two programs for subsequent years would be $64,915.   
 
If required to caption the Nite Line and Beverly Exercise programs, Dove Broadcasting would be 
forced to eliminate or modify its operations to limit expenses to free up capital for captioning 
purposes.  This would have to take the form of the elimination of an employee or the limitation of 
funds used for aid projects, as Dove Broadcasting's fundraising activities currently go almost 
exclusively to the production of the Nite Line program and mission projects to help impoverished 
children and families in the Appalachian mountain regions of the United States.  Income is 
variable throughout the year, and dependent on donations from viewers.  As such, there are 
seasonal variations which are impossible to predict, and if Dove Broadcasting were forced to 
caption Nite Line and Beverly Exercise, may have the effect of forcing Dove Broadcasting to 
operate at a loss if donations are not constant, which they often are not.  In 2013, for example, 
Dove Broadcasting was forced to reduce the working hours of its employees temporarily for lack 
of donations to cover expenses.  If required to fund closed captioning for Nite Line and Beverly 
Exercise, Dove Broadcasting may be forced to halt the distribution of these programs.   
 
Dove Broadcasting has reached out to Carolina Christian Broadcasting of Greenville, SC, as well as 
Community Television of Atlanta, GA, the two primary broadcasters of Nite Line for financial 
assistance with captioning Nite Line and Beverly Exercise, and have not been able to secure 
funding from either of those entities for assistance.   
 
Dove Broadcasting has also attempted to contact the AARP, AMAC, and the NAOCS, which are  
organizations representing senior adults in the US, the target audience for Beverly Exercise, and 
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has yet to receive a reply from any of these organizations with an offer to assist financially in 
captioning Beverly Exercise. 
 
For these reasons, Dove Broadcasting is applying for exemption from FCC Closed Captioning 
requirements on the grounds of Undue Financial Burden. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Supplementary Material: 
1.  Dove Broadcasting Financial Statements, 2014 and 2013 

2.  Closed Captioning Quotes 
3.  Letters Sent to Obtain Financial Assistance for Closed Captioning 
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1.  Dove Broadcasting Financial Statements, 2014 and 2013 
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2.  Closed Captioning Quotes 
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Mr. West 

 

I am writing on behalf of Dove Broadcasting, Inc. of Greenville, South Carolina, producer and distributor of the 

television program “Beverly Exercise.”  First of all, we wish to thank you for your continued and gracious support 

of our program and its mission of changing lives through encouraging testimonies, spiritual education, and 

inspirational music.  Your generosity in allowing us complimentary airtime on WATC has been instrumental in 

“Nite Line” reaching a wider audience, and we look forward to continuing to partner with you in the future.   

 

As you may know, the Federal Communications Commission has enacted new rules on Closed Captioning 

compliance.  The financial resources of Dove Broadcasting will unfortunately be stretched by attempts to comply 

with these new regulations, as the costs of providing captioning for a live daily program of 2 hours per day (which 

works out to approximately 524 hour per year) adds up quickly.  Thus, Dove Broadcasting is currently seeking 

sponsors to help underwrite the costs of captioning Nite Line each weeknight.  Closed Captioning would be a 

valuable service that Dove Broadcasting wishes to adopt in order to better serve the community, and we would 

like to offer the ability to become a partner in offering that service to WATC TV and Community 

Television.  Sponsorships would be available on a daily basis, with an underwriting tag indicating that Closed 

Captioning for each program is provided by Community Television. 

 

Please let us know if you are interested in this opportunity to help us expand the reach of “Nite Line!” 

 

Tob Tolbert 

Media Specialist 

Dove Broadcasting, Inc. 

tob@wggs16.com 

(864) 244-1616 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the esteemed AARP representative- 

 

I am writing on behalf of Dove Broadcasting, Inc. of Greenville, South Carolina, producer and distributor of the 

television program Beverly Exercise, a health and exercise program aimed at providing exercise instruction for 

our senior population.  Beverly Exercise  is a favorite on 9 television stations in the US, including the markets of 

mailto:tob@wggs16.com
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Greenville, SC, Central and Southwest Florida, Central Ohio, Kalamazoo, Michigan, El Paso, Texas, and 

Montgomery, Alabama.  Beverly Exercise traditionally airs in the sunrise hours on a 5 day/week schedule, 

greeting seniors with a 30 minute workout, as well as inspirational thoughts, and an uplifting message: It is never 

too late to get in shape!  The host, Beverly Chesser, has 40+ years of experience as a fitness instructor, and is 

well known and loved in many television markets, offering an invaluable service to seniors.   
Beverly herself says: 

 

I began my exercise program at the age of 27 –out of shape. At  a 

friend’s insistence,  I attended her spa and took an exercise class. 

To be honest, it almost killed me. I‘m so thankful to God that He 

enabled me to hang-in-there and make it through four weeks of 

exercise. What happened? Well, my life was transformed. I started to 

think more clearly, my mood changed–I became happy. I didn’t suffer 

from poor self-esteem. I had so much more energy…and on and on I could 

go. In other words, when I started exercising, I continued long enough 

to get the addiction and feel all those wonderful feelings God put in 

our bodies that we experience when we start getting fit!!! 
What happened to my body? Well, within weeks my “thunder thighs”, as 

I called them, started to come right down. Within a few weeks my 

thighs were in proportion to my shoulders. I no longer had to buy 

jackets long enough to cover my thighs! Also, I found myself wanting 

to eat healthy. Before long, I was reading labels and food cravings 

were a thing of the past. 

 
Please don’t settle for being overweight, out-of-shape or 

experiencing low self-esteem, let me help you be all that God wants 

you to be. As we exercise, I share nutrition information, 

encouragement and spiritual food for the day. 

 
God bless you richly my friend, 

Beverly Chesser 

 

As you may know, the Federal Communications Commission has enacted new rules on Closed Captioning 

compliance.  The financial resources of Dove Broadcasting will unfortunately be stretched by attempts to comply 

with these new regulations, as the costs of providing captioning for a program which may see 40 new episodes a 

year, with an extensive library of older programs that would also require captioning to be continually 

viable.  Thus, Dove Broadcasting is currently seeking sponsors to help underwrite the costs of captioning 

Beverly Exercise.  Closed Captioning would be a valuable service that Dove Broadcasting wishes to adopt in 

order to better serve the community, and we would like to offer the ability to become a partner in offering that 

service to the AARP.  Sponsorships would be available on a daily basis, with an underwriting tag indicating that 

Closed Captioning for each program is provided by the AARP. 

 

Please let us know if you are interested in this opportunity to help us expand the reach of Beverly 

Exercise!  Thank you very much for your time, and I look forward to the opportunity of speaking with you further! 
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Tob Tolbert 

Media Specialist 

Dove Broadcasting, Inc. 

tob@wggs16.com 

(864) 244-1616 

 

 

 

I am writing on behalf of Dove Broadcasting, Inc. of Greenville, South Carolina, the producer and distributor of 

the television program Beverly Exercise, a health and exercise program aimed at providing exercise instruction 

for our senior population.  Beverly Exercise  is a favorite on 9 television stations in the US, including the markets 

of Greenville, SC, Central and Southwest Florida, Central Ohio, Kalamazoo, Michigan, El Paso, Texas, and 

Montgomery, Alabama.  Beverly Exercise traditionally airs in the sunrise hours on a 5 day/week schedule, 

greeting seniors with a 30 minute workout, as well as inspirational thoughts, and an uplifting message: It is never 

too late to get in shape!  The host, Beverly Chesser, has 40+ years of experience as a fitness instructor, and is 

well known and loved in many television markets, offering an invaluable service to seniors.   

Beverly herself says: 

 

I began my exercise program at the age of 27 –out of shape. At  a 

friend’s insistence,  I attended her spa and took an exercise class. 

To be honest, it almost killed me. I‘m so thankful to God that He 

enabled me to hang-in-there and make it through four weeks of 

exercise. What happened? Well, my life was transformed. I started to 

think more clearly, my mood changed–I became happy. I didn’t suffer 

from poor self-esteem. I had so much more energy…and on and on I could 

go. In other words, when I started exercising, I continued long enough 

to get the addiction and feel all those wonderful feelings God put in 
our bodies that we experience when we start getting fit!!! 
What happened to my body? Well, within weeks my “thunder thighs”, as 

I called them, started to come right down. Within a few weeks my 

thighs were in proportion to my shoulders. I no longer had to buy 

jackets long enough to cover my thighs! Also, I found myself wanting 

to eat healthy. Before long, I was reading labels and food cravings 

were a thing of the past. 

 
Please don’t settle for being overweight, out-of-shape or 

experiencing low self-esteem, let me help you be all that God wants 

mailto:tob@wggs16.com
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you to be. As we exercise, I share nutrition information, 

encouragement and spiritual food for the day. 

 
God bless you richly my friend, 

Beverly Chesser 

 

As you may know, the Federal Communications Commission has enacted new rules on Closed Captioning 

compliance.  The financial resources of Dove Broadcasting will unfortunately be stretched by attempts to comply 

with these new regulations, as the costs of providing captioning for a program which may see 40 new episodes a 

year, with an extensive library of older programs that would also require captioning to be continually 

viable.  Thus, Dove Broadcasting is currently seeking sponsors to help underwrite the costs of captioning 

Beverly Exercise.  Closed Captioning would be a valuable service that Dove Broadcasting wishes to adopt in 

order to better serve the community, and we would like to offer the ability to become a partner in offering that 

service to the NACOS.  Sponsorships would be available on a daily basis, with an underwriting tag indicating 

that Closed Captioning for each program is provided by the NAOCS. 

 
Please let us know if you are interested in this opportunity to help us expand the reach of Beverly 

Exercise!  Thank you very much for your time, and I look forward to the opportunity of speaking with you further! 
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Tob Tolbert 

Media Specialist 

Dove Broadcasting, Inc. 

tob@wggs16.com 

(864) 244-1616 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECLARATION 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the information contained in this 

submission is true and correct. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dante Thompson 

Date:     10/27/2015 

 

 

 

 

 

Dove Broadcasting, Inc. 

3409 Rutherford Rd. Ext. 

Taylors, SC 29687 

mailto:tob@wggs16.com

